
 
Mini experiment:  
21st Century Languages 
 
 
 
​
Time: 1.5-3 hours 
 
Introduction​
​
In this mini experiment you will choose one of 
three 21st century modes of communication to 
explore. Do these make good remixes? Would 
you use them?​
 
Supplies:  Laptop or phone, and internet connection 
 
 

Part one: Explore a 21st Century Language 
As an apprentice group, choose one of the following three forms to explore. Depending on your 
preferences and scheduling needs, you may explore these individually and later gather to 
discuss together, or you may do both together as a group. 

 
Option A: Explore Quaker TikTok​
 

Visit Quaker TikTok and watch a selection of videos. Share your responses to the option 
A questions in your discussion together with your apprentice group, and in our online 
course discussion. https://www.tiktok.com/discover/quaker-religion   
 
Note to Spanish speakers: I did not find “Quaker religion” videos on Spanish TikTok, so 
you may need to choose option B or C.  
 

Option B: Explore Comics, Zines and Zine-making​
 

Read the blog post on Fold in the Light about Quaker zines, and look at a couple of the 
examples below. If they are not in your own language, use the links below to explore 

https://www.tiktok.com/discover/quaker-religion


them in ChatPDF. ​
ChatPDF is an AI tool for exploring research papers, making them more accessible to 
popular audiences.Visit these links to use ChatPDF in your own language to explore one 
or two of these zines/comics. You can ask the AI chat to summarize or you can ask 
questions about the project.​
​
Example one: 
Fold in the Light is a zine and blog created by Friend Natalie Ramsland of Multnomah 
Friends Meeting. ​
Blog post:​
Zine #1: https://www.chatpdf.com/share/D0P5s99xjOMlnNuja8f2K​
Zine#2: https://www.chatpdf.com/share/TpOp38nC3pWYCGptHaO9k 
​
Example two: ​
Discernment 101 is a comic created by Catholic sister Mary Leanne Hubbard, using the 
models of both Ignatian and Quaker discernment. 
​
To interact with the comic in ChatPDF:​
https://www.chatpdf.com/share/6M75NyGlVHkjF8fcK5GzG​
​
 

Option C: Explore Facebook ads and ChatPDF 
 
Explore a report on a Quaker experiment with social media. This experiment was done in 
2027 by a group of meetings in New York Yearly Meeting using Facebook ads to try to 
reach new audiences. You will be exploring the reports on the two phases of the 
experiment, which were published by Friend Emily Provance.To explore the reports, you 
will use a tool called ChatPDF.  
ChatPDF is an AI tool for exploring research papers, making them more accessible to 
popular audiences.​
Visit these links to use ChatPDF in your own language to explore these reports and learn 
about the social media experiment of New York Yearly Meeting. You can ask the AI chat 
to summarize or you can ask questions about the project. 
​
Phase one experiment: https://www.chatpdf.com/share/rgVuy0cuA2TgUFMeg1Vpg 
Phase two experiment: https://www.chatpdf.com/share/RKFeNYjbBbgbR9jOq5kFb 
 

Part Two: Group Reflection 
After exploring your chosen format, discuss the following questions. Share your 
responses in your discussion with your apprentice group, and share highlights in our 
online course discussion. 

https://www.chatpdf.com/share/D0P5s99xjOMlnNuja8f2K
https://www.chatpdf.com/share/TpOp38nC3pWYCGptHaO9k
https://www.chatpdf.com/share/6M75NyGlVHkjF8fcK5GzG
https://www.chatpdf.com/share/rgVuy0cuA2TgUFMeg1Vpg
https://www.chatpdf.com/share/RKFeNYjbBbgbR9jOq5kFb


 

Option A: Quaker TikTok 

●​ What “original material” or parts of the Quaker tradition did these videos refer to or draw 
on? (examples: silent worship, scriptures, that of God in each person, present Christ, 
etc) Did these videos keep the integrity of that message? Were they true to the Spirit of 
what they are drawing from? 

●​ What new elements did they bring into the mix? Examples: Did they add humor? 
Vulnerability? Pop culture references? Music? 

●​ Did these new and old elements work harmoniously together? Did it feel authentic to 
both the tradition and to the person who created it? 

●​ Were you moved or motivated by this interpretation? Would you be interested in possibly 
using TikTok in a meeting/church experiment? If you were to do that, how might you riff 
off of or respond to any of the videos you saw? 

 

Option B: Zines and Comics 

●​ What “original material” or parts of the Quaker tradition did the zines or comics refer to or 
draw on? (examples: silent worship, scriptures, that of God in each person, present 
Christ, etc) Did the zines keep the integrity of that message (in your view)? Were they 
true to the Spirit of what they are drawing from?  

●​ What do these zines express that might not come through in more traditional writing or 
formats? How does the visual and hand-made aspect affect the message? What other 
new elements were added to the “original material” that was used?​
 

●​ What themes or spiritual questions would you like to see explored in zine format? ​
 

●​ Did these new and old elements work harmoniously together? Did it feel authentic to 
both the tradition and to the person who created it? 

●​ Were you moved or motivated by this interpretation? Would you be interested in possibly 
creating zines as a meeting/church experiment? What things did you see that you would 
like to incorporate? How might you use this to connect in your local community?​
 

 



Option C: Facebook experiment and using AI tool to explore a report 
 

●​ What questions or prompts did you enter into ChatPDF?  

●​ What was interesting or surprising to you from the Facebook outreach experiment? 
Would you be interested in possibly trying a Facebook ad campaign as a meeting 
experiment? 

●​ What was it like to explore this research project using ChatPDF? Would you use 
ChatPDF again to explore a research paper? 

●​ What ethical or spiritual questions arise when using social media and/or AI tools for 
outreach or ministry? Do you have leadings or convictions in response to these 
questions? 

 
Sources/Additional resources: 
 

1.​ Quaker religion on TikTok (English): https://www.tiktok.com/discover/quaker-religion 
 

2.​ ChatPDF.com the tool used for options B and C is an AI-powered tool for understanding 
research and answering questions about research papers. Enter any research paper in 
PDF format and you can chat with it in your own language. A great resource for when 
you want to explore something that is not translated!  (Multilingual) ​
 

3.​ Fold in the Light has additional Quaker zines (digital or paper) by subscription from 
Natalie Ramsland.https://foldinthelight.substack.com/ (English)​
 

4.​  Discernment 101 is a comic about  Ignatian and Quaker discernment practices created 
by a Catholic sister, Mary Leanne Hubbard who did them as part of her graduate work. 
(English) https://godseekersnd.com/discernment-101-2/ 
 

5.​ Prophet Against Slavery is a graphic novel depicting the life of early Friend Benjamin 
Lay, the first known revolutionary abolitionist in American history. It is available in English 
ebook and print below as well as on Kindle through Amazon. (English)​
Ebook: 
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=PH8ZEAAAQBAJ&pg=GBS.PA11&hl=en 

​ Print (Quaker source): 
https://pendlehill.org/product/prophet-against-slavery-benjamin-lay-a-graphic-nov
el/ 
 

6.​ Full reports of the New York Yearly Meeting Facebook ads experiment on Friend Emily 
Provance’s website (English): 

https://www.tiktok.com/discover/quaker-religion
http://chatpdf.com
https://foldinthelight.substack.com/
https://godseekersnd.com/discernment-101-2/
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=PH8ZEAAAQBAJ&pg=GBS.PA11&hl=en
https://pendlehill.org/product/prophet-against-slavery-benjamin-lay-a-graphic-novel/
https://pendlehill.org/product/prophet-against-slavery-benjamin-lay-a-graphic-novel/


https://quakeremily.wordpress.com/resources-for-quaker-meetings/outreach/the-s
ocial-media-ads-outreach-experiment/ 
 

   
 
​  
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